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REMARKS 

By the present amendment, claims 1 and 4 have been amended to delete the words 
"derived" and "type," and claim 6 has been amended to recite the correct preamble. 

Further, new claims 7-8 have been added. Support for new claims 7-8 is found in the 
original application, in particular from page 5, line 19 to page 6, line 3, and on page 9, lines 14-20, 
respectively. 

Claims 1-8 are pending in the present application. Independent claim 1, and claims 2 and 
6-7 dependent thereon, are directed to an acrylic derived adhesive used for attachment of a 
polarizing plate. Claim 3, and claims 4, 5, and 8 dependent thereon, are dependent on claim 1, and 
are directed to an optical member. 

As a preliminary, in the Office Action, claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as indefinite. The Examiner alleges that the term "acrylic derived" in claim 1 and the 
term "type" in claim 4 are unclear. 

The terms "derived" and "type" have been deleted as suggested in the Office Action. 
Accordingly, it is submitted that the rejection should be withdrawn. 

Next, in the Office Action, claims 1-3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
anticipated by US 6,572,979 to Wollack et al. (Wollack'US) and under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
anticipated by WO 99/43498 (Wollack' WO), the corresponding PCT publication. 

The rejection is respectfully traversed. The Wollack references are directed to shrinkable 
wrapping films, a completely different technical field from the field of polarizers. Thus, the 
interpretation set forth in the Office Action that (i) the layer (b) of Wollack corresponds to a 
pressure sensitive adhesive layer, and (ii) the layer (a) of Wollack corresponds to a polarizing 
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plate, cannot be sustained. 

Specifically, layer (b) of Wollack contains an ionomer for modification of polyethylene 
forming layer (b). However, there is no indication in Wollack that layer (b) is an adhesive having 
pressure sensitivity, and since Wollack uses an ionomer not containing an acrylic acid ester as a 
main monomer in layer (b), a person of ordinary skill in the art would understand that layer (b) of 
Wollack is not a pressure sensitive adhesive layer. 

Further, regarding layer (a) of Wollack, contrary to the interpretation set forth in the Office 
Action, the simple longitudinal orientation of the polymer film (a) as disclosed in the passage at 
col. 3, lines 11-18 of Wollack'US (page 5, lines 1-6 of Wollack'WO) does not resuh in a film that 
operates as a polarizing plate. Simply orienting a polymer film does not confer to the film 
polarizing properties in the absence of appropriate measures, such as adsorbing a dichroic 
substance before stretching as disclosed on page 9, lines 14-20 of the present application. Wollack 
is completely silent as to providing polarizing properties to layer (a). As a result, there is no reason 
to consider that layer (a) of Wollack is a polarizing plate. 

In view of the above, the present claims are not anticipated by, and not obvious over, the 
Wollack references. Therefore, it is submitted that the rejection should be withdrawn. 

Next, in the Office Action, claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anficipated by 
US 5,795,650 to Watanabe et al. (Watanabe). 

The rejection is respectfiilly traversed. One manner of obtaining a low change in gelation 
fraction in the presently claimed invention is by avoiding the use of peroxide as a polymerization 
initiator in the synthesis of an acrylic polymer. In contrast, Watanabe may not use a peroxide as 
cross-linking agent, but Watanabe does not provide a specific description of the polymerization 
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initiator. As a result, a person of ordinary skill in the art would assume that peroxide is used as the 
polymerization initiator in the compositions of Watanabe, as conventionally taught in the art prior 
to the present invention. For example, that person would refer to conventional teachings such as 
JP 64-66283 (JP'283) which describes the use of a peroxide (benzoyl peroxide) as the 
polymerization initiator in the Examples. A copy of JP'283 and a partial English translation of 
Example 1 of JP'283 are submitted with this paper. Other examples of JP'283, and numerous 
other documents, advise the use of peroxide as the polymerization initiator. 

In summary, although Watanabe may not use peroxide as cross-linking agent, peroxide 
would clearly be employed as polymerization initiator in Watanabe. As a result, the adhesive film 
of Watanabe corresponds to prior art adhesives described in the present specification, which 
cannot provide the gelation properties required by the present invention. Therefore, the present 
claims are not anticipated by, and not obvious over, Watanabe. 

In view of the above, it is submitted that the rejection over Watanabe should be withdrawn. 

In conclusion, the invention as presently claimed is patentable. It is believed that the claims 
are in allowable condition and a notice to that effect is earnestly requested. 

In the event there is, in the Examiner's opinion, any outstanding issue and such issue may 
be resolved by means of a telephone interview, the Examiner is respectfully requested to contact 
the undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed below. 
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In the event this paper is not considered to be timely filed, the Applicants hereby petition 
for an appropriate extension of the response period. Please charge the fee for such extension and 
any other fees which may be required to our Deposit Account No. 50-2866. 

Respectfully submitted. 



WESTERMAN, HATTORI, DANIELS & ADRIAN, LLP 



Atty. Docket No. 020609 

1250 Connecticut Avenue NW Suite 700 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Tel: (202)822-1100 

Fax: (202) 822-1111 

Customer No.: 38834 

NES:rep 

Ends.: JP 64-66283 (JP'283) 

English Translation of Example 1 of JP'283 




Nicolas E. Seckel 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 44,373 
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Translation of Example 1 (JP-A 64-66283) 

A polyvinyl alcohol based film is immersed in a water 
bath prepared at iodine concentration of 0.5 wt %, a potassium 
iodide concentration of 20 wt % and a boric acid concentration 
of 10 wt % and uniformly stretched 3 to 3 . 5 times at 50°C, followed 
by water washing and air drying, to obtain a polarizer of a 
thickness of 25 [im. 

An acrylic polymer resin solution is applied and dried 
on both surfaces of the polarizer several times to form 
protective layers of respective thickness of 50 |am thereon, 
thereby obtaining an iodine polarizing plate. 

On the other hand, a compound of ethyl acrylate: acrylic 
acid = 97 parts: 3 parts is polymerized in toluene using 0.3 
part of benzoyl peroxide to obtain a copolymer solution at a 
solid matter concentration of 35 wt %. Added to 1000 parts 
by wt of the solution is 3000 parts of heptane and after a 
supernatant liquid is removed, 650 parts of toluene is again 
added to dissolve the solid matter and 3000 parts of heptane 
is further added to remove a supernatant, followed by applying 
an individual series of operations described above another 5 
times, and thereafter, 650 parts of toluene is added to obtain 
an acrylic polymer solution (A-1) from which a low molecular 
weight polymer has been removed. 

Added to 500 parts by wt of the polymer solution (A-1) 
is 420 parts of butane to separate a supernatant liquid, followed 
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by the same operation another 5 times. 

Added to the precipitate is 250 parts of toluene to obtain 
a polymer (A-2) from which a low molecular weight polymer has 
been removed. The separated supernatant liquid is collected 
to thicken and to obtain a polymer solution (A-3) of a 
concentration of 40 wt % . In Table 1 , there are shown molecular 
weights of the polymer solutions A-1, A-2 and A-3 obtained as 
described above. 

Added to the polymer solution (A-2) is 1 part of 
polyisocyanate (produced by NIPPON POLYURETHANE INDUSTRY CO. , 
LTD. with a trade name of Coronate L) to obtain a pressure 
sensitive adhesive composition. 

Added to 100 parts of a solid matter of the composition 
is 0 . 2 part of y-glycidoxypropylethoxysilane and the components 
are sufficiently mixed and the solution is applied onto one 
surface of the iodine polarizing plate, followed by drying, 
so as to obtain a thickness after drying of 25 jam and a releasing 
polyester film of a thickness of 25 urn is provisionally attached 
thereon, thereby obtaining an iodine pressure sensitive 
adhesive polarizing plate. 
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